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Note from Prez:

Looks like indoor flying has been a real hit this year, and we've
seen more of the wife's girlfriends, and families along which has
been great. Indoor flying will go on until the end of March, so that
is plenty of time for others to become involved in it yet. Looks like
all of our plans have been accepted for the field such as, the
blacktop, gravel, building, etc. construction will begin when
weather permits, and with all of our snow that may be August. No
seriously we hope to have it wrapped up by June. We all wish
Lew Stevens well and we hope to see him back real soon. Happy

i i “WE. OF THE SAFETY COMMITTEE, HAVE FOUND THE PERFECT
From the Portland Area Sailplane Society, Gresham, Oregon AIRPLANE TO MATCH YOUR FLYING ABILITY."

Aviation History: Charlie Brown's Story
Charlie Brown was a B-17 Flying Fortress pilot with the 379th Bomber Group at Kimbolton, England. His B-17 was called ‘Ye Old Pub’ and was in a terrible state,
having been hit by flak and fighters. The compass was damaged and they were flying deeper over enemy territory instead of heading home to Kimbolton.

After flying over an enemy airfield, a pilot named Franz Steigler was ordered to take off and shoot down the B-17. When he got near the B-17, he could not believe
his eyes. In his words, he had never seen an airplane in such a bad state. The tail and rear section were severely damaged and the tail gunner wounded. The top
gunner was all over the top of the fuselage. The nose was smashed and there were holes everywhere. Despite having ammunition, Franz flew to the side of the B-
17 and looked at Charlie Brown, the pilot. Brown was scared and struggling to control his damaged and blood-stained airplane.

Aware that they had no idea where they were going, Franz waved at Charlie to turn 180° Franz escorted and guided the stricken airplane to and slightly over the
North Sea towards England. He then saluted Charlie Brown and turned away, back to Europe. When Franz landed he told the control operator that the airplane had
been shot down over the sea, and never told the truth to anyone. Charlie Brown and the remains of his crew told all at their briefing, but were ordered never to talk
about it.

More than 40 years later, Charlie Brown wanted to find the Luftwaffe pilot who saved the crew. After years of research, Franz was found. He has never talked about
the incident, not even at post war reunions.

They met in the United States at a 379th Bomber Group reunion, together with 25 people who are alive now—all because Franz never fired his guns that day. Re-
search shows that Charlie Brown lived in Seattle and Franz Steigler had moved to VVancouver, British Columbia, after the war. When they finally met, they discov-
ered they had lived less than 200 miles apart for the past 50 years. Q
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Thinking Outside of the [Tool] Box
by Bill Bowne

Some of my most useful modeling tools aren’t usually found in your average tool-
box, nor are they usually found hanging in an RC Hobby Shop. Better yet, they of-
ten don't cost as much as specialized hobby equipment. Interested? Let's take a
look at some of them.

Probably the cheapest and most versatile tool | have in my workbench drawer is
plain old ¥2-inch masking tape. Yep, masking tape. Probably the only thing | don’t

use is for is paint masking!

In the following pictures, you'll see a blue masking tape. There isn’t anything magi-
cal about blue masking tape. The only reason | picked up a roll of blue tape is be-
cause | knew the regular color tape doesn’t show up well against balsa when photo-
graphed.

One big use for masking tape is as a clamp. Here I've clamped the sides of a fuse-
lage together with a strip of tape. The bottom is pinned, so | didn’t need the tape
there, but | did need to keep the top sides together.
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In the next shot, I've clamped together the nose parts. It may take a few more

Vince Hickel
1218 New York Avenue
Manitowoc, WI 54220

Flite Lines

pieces than you see here to keep stuff together.

Another use for masking tape is to prevent damage to soft parts when sanding. In the following picture I've used masking tape to protect the balsa-
wing sheeting while | was sanding the wingtip blocks.

And while it isn’t quite paint masking, you can use masking tape to control the spread of excess epoxy when applying wing center-section tape.

One word of warning, though. If you use alcohol to thin your epoxy, as | do, it will probably leak under the tape. The good part is that it also soaks
into the wood better, so it’s less likely to show.

There are many more uses for masking tape. For example, | use small strips of masking tape to reinforce the plastic sandwich wrap | use to cover
my plans. That way, the thumbtacks won't tear through the sandwich wrap.

Of course there are other uses, like emergency Band-Aids, but we won'’t discuss that ...

What if you have something the adhesive in masking tape will damage? That's the problem | faced when | had to repair the wings on my GWS Ti-
ger Moth biplane.

The Tiger Moth is made of thin foam with an integral outer colored layer. The masking tape adhesive will pull the covering film right off. So, | turned
the tape over so that the non-adhesive side was against the Moth’s foam wing and stuck the tape to itself to fasten it. No damage!

One more regular use for masking tape, although it isn’t exactly for building.

| like to use it to temporarily tape stuff together so | can see how things fit, how they look, and so forth. No, | don’t use it to hold the stuff together so
| can “fly” the model while making airplane noises.

At least not very often ... Q




